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Fort Laramie

Fort Laramie National His-
toric Site Superintendent Bill
Gwaltney has been successful in
creating a linkage between inter-
preters of cultural sites that relate
to the experiences of African
Americans, the National Associa-
tion for Interpretation, and the
African-American Museums Asso-
ciation. Using a grant from the
Albright-Wirth Fund, Gwaltney
met with the African-American
Museums Association and the
National Association for Interpre-
tation. The result has been the
creation of the Section for the
Interpretation of African-Ameri-
can Issues. The Section already
has 51 members, many of whom
are from the National Park Ser-
vice and other agencies, organiza-
tions, and state parks. The Sec-
tion will soon publish its first
newsletter and is looking into
sponsoring a scholarship for
attendance at NAI. Comprised of
people from many different back-
grounds, the Section for the Inter-
pretation of African-American
issues is gaining momentum.

The exhibit, Buffalo Soldiers
West, was developed, designed,
and written by Bill Gwaltney as
part of a strategy by Colorado His-
torical Society vice president
Andy Masich to find ways to tell
more inclusive stories that reflect
the African-American experience,
engage all potential museum visi-
tors, and give the museum time to
locate and obtain objects that can
be used in the future to diversify
its mission and exhibitry. As guest
curator, Gwaltney follows well-
known black western folklorist
Paul Steward who curated an
exhibit on Jazz in Denver in the
early-20th century. Gwaltney is
presently serving as consultant for
Walter B. Sanderson of Frederick,
MD who is penning the exhibit
plan for the next exhibit which

will focus on the presence and
role of the black cowboy in the
west.

Gwaltney credits NPS his-
torian Jerome Greene with mak-
ing the exhibit possible by not
only lending artifacts from his
collection in amazing condition,
but offering multiples of many
objects. Buffalo Soldiers West will
be on exhibit until September
1996 at the Colorado History
Center, 1300 Broadway, Denver;
303-866-3670.

Brown v. Board of Education
National Historic Site

The Brown Foundation and
Brown v. Board of Education
National Historic Site will hold a
symposium, American History
Unmasked: Remembering Plessy v.
Ferguson  1896-1936, May
16-18, 1996, at the Holidome
Convention Center, Topeka, KS.
For information, call 913-235-
3939 or 913-354-4273.

Gettysburg
National Military Park

The 5th Annual Gettysburg
Seminar sponsored by Gettysburg
National Military Park and East-
ern National Park & Monument
Association was held on March
23, 1996 in Gettysburg, PA. The
theme for this years seminar was
The Unsung Heros of Gettys-
burg which focused on the sol-
diers, civilians, and families; peo-
ple whose remarkable experi-
ences and achievements have
faded into the mists of history.

The keynote speaker was
Dr. Edward C. Smith, the Director
of American Studies and Special
Assistant to the Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences at Amer-
ican University. The topic of his
presentation was “Blacks in Blue
and Grey: The Afro-American
Contribution to the Civil War”.
Dr. Smith is also a Civil War and
Afro-American Cultural Heritage
Lecturer and Study Tour Leader
for the Historical Society of
Washington and the Smithsonian
Institute.



